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2> Two ctfldren’s booksJost in the'mists of time, a 22-yea @e\st Dy an SFX writerand s
nappeal from Neil Gaiman. Jayne Nelson explains why the search is finally at an end...

Rob Scott
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ugebastian knew that magic
at work and that magic zs
didn’t happen to ordinary gr

ups... but people who hadn’t
grown up yet? Well, that was
different.” 2 i
_ The Winter of Enchantment

ack in March 1982, I had a cold

was croaky, stuffy and sneezy -

enough to keep this future SEX

hack away from school, leavi

ten-year-old self with nothi
except curl up in bed with some ti
bottle of Lucozade and a randomly-
library book.

The cold went away. The
book didn't.

The House Called
Hadlows was written by
Victoria Walker. I loved her
storytelling so much I
couldn’t get it out of my head,
s0 1 borrowed Hadlows from
the library again a week after
1d taken it back. And then
once more for good measure.
Eventually I ended up reading 3 The House
it once a month. I tracked : s ¢
down its prequel, The Winter (4.'//((7' H{H//Otk )
of Enchantment, from another T ;
library and found it was just as 8§
fabulous. Both books became 3
part of my childhood in the same
Blue Peter, Pac-Man or chopper
might be part of yours. They we
everything to me, sparking an i

N IR T
Which made it all the
more devastating when, one
day, both novels
disappeared from their
library shelves and I never
saw them there again.
It felt as though
somebody had snatched
. away a huge chunk of my
imagination. I tried to find
copies to buy, but soon
discovered neither book was in print and
* nobody had ever heard of Victoria Walker.
- Over the course of the next two decades, [
. searched every bookstore I came across,
fantasy, reading and writing whicl rummaged through countless charity
became more than a hobby; it - shops and scoured the database of every
my career. Not that I realised that . library in Britain, Nothing.
going to happen when I was ten, of i Itwas _like my favourite books had
Tjust knew I loved those books as m ; never existed. »
as Tony the Tiger loved . " "
his Frosties.
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